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Bobs bit …….

Another newsletter so soon!  Blame Easter for being early (nothing to do with the last one being late!)  But as ever there is a struggle to fill it as nobody seems to have any stories to tell.  You can put up with mine if you must but I’d love some help, and some photos!.  Thanks to those who have!  As usual at this time of year, those of you who get them, should find your re-registration forms and grant application forms in the same envelope.  If you haven’t, and feel you should, then check with your other leaders to see if they have it instead.  There is also a short questionnaire for each group to fill in which qualifies you for this years grant.  Please take some time to fill it all in and return it with your application forms, thanks.  I also need to tell you the date of our AGM, this year to be held at the Boys Brigade Centre in Bexleyheath.  It will be Wednesday the 25th May 2005 at 7.45pm and all are welcome.  Refreshments afterwards as usual.  We are still looking for new Trustees who can bring some more expertise to the committee, especially in fund raising, and also for more young voices (aged 18 to 25) to attend.  
**

Dates for your diary …

BCVYO Ltd AGM
25th May at 7.45pm at BB Centre Bexleyheath.
New Mayor

11th May at the Civic.

Civic Parade

19th June starting at the Civic.
GLSE Scouts Day at the Beach
17th July at Minnis Bay, all day.
Danson Show

2nd & 3rd July at Danson Park.

Capers ‘Gang Show’
31st March ‘til 3rd April at Erith School.

**
Last times Wordsearch winner was – A LEADER ! ! ! 
Well, well, who said the wordsearch was for the kids, sorry, young people.

Yes it was  Mrs J Allen from the 2nd Erith Scouts, well done, a cheque is on its way to the 2nds.

**

Youthinformation.com looks at ‘2005 – The year of the volunteer.

The government has designated 2005 as the year of the volunteer.  A new theme will be selected for each month during 2005 (January – health, Feb – youth and children), highlighting the importance of volunteering in different areas and providing the information needed for people to get involved.   The years main aims are to:-


increase the number of volunteers, particularly individuals from marginalized groups and young people;


open up more volunteering opportunities in the public and voluntary sector;


raise the profile of the work volunteers are doing nationwide;


and thank volunteers everywhere for their commitment.

Visit www.yearofthevolunteer.org for more information.

**

Quotes of the week, well recent weeks anyway …
“I’M SICK AND TIRED OF WORKING WITH PEOPLE WHO UNDERSTAND THE COST OF EVERYTHING AND THE VALUE OF NOTHING.”

Quote by Debbie Scott a trust director at Tomorrows People.

And

Margaret Hodge said, ‘If we give young people poor opportunities, then it should be no surprise that there is a risk of poor outcomes’, and ‘Children would be better off watching TV than attending youth clubs’.

**

Kip in a Ship, by Abigail Reynolds aged 10, from the 6th Barnehurst Brownies

On Friday 18th of February about 25 of us got the train from Barnehurst to go to London to ‘kio on a ship’ for the night.  The Ship was HMS Belfast.  We went to Burger King for our tea and then did some craft activities on the boat.  Afterwards we sorted out our bunk beds.  At 1am we were still awake!  Up, breakfast on the boat, then out to Tower Bridge, we could see our boat from there.

Then over to Rainbow Café for our lunch.  Brown Owl had booked us in for a party so we all got party bags and chocolate cake!  It was great fun and the food was lovely too.  After that we collected our bags and headed for home.  I was very tired but really excited to tell my Mum and Dad all about it and to show them all my souveniers.

The boat was huge and I had a wonderful experience sleeping on it.  Thank you Brown Owl, Snowy and all my leaders for making this an experience, I for one, will never forget.

**

MASSEY SHAW

The Massey Shaw was one of the little ships of Dunkirk fame and will be moored for viewing at the Royal Arsenal Pier on 19th March.  Also at the Tower Pier from 21st June to 8th July.  In conjunction with ‘All Hallows by the Tower’, this is a Home Front event in connection with the 60th Anniversary of World War II.  To arrange a visit phone David Rogers on 01277 633079.
**

Sheila Nunn from 6th Barnehurst Brownies writes…
The idea began as soon as I saw the pictures of the earthquake in the I ndian Ocean and resulting Tsunami.  I wanted to do something positive and involve my Brownie pack.  Having obtained permission from the Church Warden to plant a tree in the Church grounds, I took two Brownies to Crayford, one very wet evening, who chose a flowering cherry.  Our first evening back at Brownies, after Christmas, we planted the tree, with all of the girls having photographs taken.  We also sent out notes saying we were having a silent auction the following week.

The day arrived and we were a bit apprehensive – we needn’t have worried as our Mums responded as they usually do, so positive and enthusiastic.  The hall was full, lots of varied donations and everyone rushing about making bids.  At the end of the evening we counted up and couldn’t believe it – over £300 – which meant our donations ended up as £600 because as a member of Barclays staff our fundraising activities are sponsored pound for pound.  Our Guide guider came along that evening to support us and she told us that the Guide Association had posted an appeal on their website and we decided that his was where we would send the money.  It is to be held in the Guide Friendship Fund to enable those units in Asia who lost everything to start up again when the time is right.
**

Jokes
Two elephants walk off a cliff. Boom boom!

And 


I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day but I couldn't find
any.

**

Claire Makes Things Clear at Carroty Wood
Situated less than one hour from Bexley, Carroty Wood Activity Centre is offering free of charge PSHE sessions to youth groups and schools staying at the Tonbridge venue. Claire Fuller, the centres young full-time youth and schools worker, has been busy putting together and running thought provoking sessions such as The Maze, which is a purpose built course deep within Carroty Wood's 60 acres of mature woodland.  This session is designed to run along side a discussion time aimed to get young people to think about life's twists and turns and the decisions we all have to make.  Another popular session is Value & Image in which teams build a person out of rubbish. This session aims to teach young people about the importance of valuing themselves and other people. The emphasis is on everyone's uniqueness.  
 

Claire says, "Young people need to value themselves - I want to help them do that. I also want to encourage young people to really think through the issues which they face."
 

Carroty Wood is run by Christian based charity Barnabas Trust.  The centre also offers instructed outdoor activities such as karting and abseiling.  The centre accommodates from 17 to over 200 people.  For a brochure please call 01732 361361.
 

**

Lewis wrote last issues poem, Cub Scouts, and now he’s kindly written another! 

The Great Wave. by Lewis Hudson Aged 9 from 1st Erith Cub Scouts.

 

On Boxing day 2004

The earth below began to shake,

Then the great wave began to come

And left with everything that  it could take.

 

Sunbathers on their sunbeds lay

Watching as their young ones play

Then the water swept right in

And swept them all away

 

Travellers lay in their beds

Resting up their weary head

Then the water swept right in

And left so many people dead

 

People in their own country

Asleep, at work or even at play

When the water crept in that day

It didn't care, It swept them away

 

Some lost property

Some lost houses,

Worst lost brothers, sisters

Babies and even spouses

 

The water it did not choose 

What colour, size, sex or type of race

It came on in and didn't care

It just snatched up every face

 

It took houses, cars, trains,

Schools and people from all nations

It also took most of

Gods beautiful creations.

 

We watched in horror

At the amount of deceased

We watched in horror

As this number increased

 

People from all nations

Were left standing side by side

They were all left in grief,

There was going to be no divide

 

Then we began to ask

How can we help? What can we do?

How can we help

These poor people get through?

 

Some gave food and aid

Others donations

But they all started to help

Every single nation

 

In Britain, the people began to raise

Almost 200 million pounds alone

The British government topped it up

And even the head of the throne

 

So although this was a major disaster

And it will take time to rebuild again

We just hope and pray

We never see anything like it again.

**

WORDSEARCH COMPETITION

A prize of £20 will be awarded to your nominated Voluntary Youth Organisation for the first correct entry drawn out of the hat.  All you have to do is find and mark each of the words shown below then return this page with your name, address and the name of the voluntary youth organisation of your choice.  There's no limit to the number of entries from an organisation, so why not let all of your members have a go?  The deadline for returning completed entries is 7th August 2005.  The winner will be announced in the next issue of "5 to 25".
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As it’ Spring let’s have lots of flowers:-

antirrhinum, iris, aster, lobelia, alyssum, lupin, bluebell, paeonia, chrysanthemum, pansy, dahlia, petunia, daisy, poppy, delphinium, primula, dianthus, salvia, forget-me-not, sedum, fuchsia, sunflower, geranium, sweet pea, helenium and tulip.

Name 


Address 


Youth Organisation 


